Adult III – 22 August 2010 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 10 & 11
Chapter 10 - Table of Nations (handout)

Gen 10:9  He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD.
- Cush begot Nimrod: - the first organized rebellion of humans against God. The name Nimrod itself means, "let us rebel."
- Like Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord: - first a hunter of wild beasts and then an offensive man to God, a hunter of men - a warrior. It was through his ability to fight and kill and rule ruthlessly that his kingdom of the Euphrates valley city states was consolidated." 

 - A Jewish Targum says: "He was powerful in hunting and in wickedness before the Lord, for he was a hunter of the sons of men, and he said to them, 'Depart from the judgment of the Lord, and adhere to the judgment of Nimrod!' Therefore it is said: 'As Nimrod the strong one, strong in hunting, and in wickedness before the Lord.' "
(A Targum is an Aramaic paraphrase of the Hebrew Bible, sort of like a commentary.)

- A Jewish legend: "The great success that attended all of Nimrod's undertakings produced a sinister effect. Men no longer trusted in God, but rather in their own prowess and ability, an attitude to which Nimrod tried to convert the whole world."
* The flood does not seem to have done much to cleanse the earth of man's fallen nature!
It seems strange that Noah is godly but his descendents choose to be ungodly.

There also is a way in which God does not know who we are. Paul 

says: “But the man who loves God is known by God.”(I Cor. 8:3) 

And Jesus says to some people, who never loved Him, “Many will 

say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 

name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 

Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, 

you evildoers!’ ”(Matt. 7:22,23) 

The message of the Bible is that it is important to be known by 

God, because our names are registered in the Book of Life.

Chapter 11

v1  And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech (one vocabulary). - Hebrew language

v2  Handout of Blue Letter Bible:  http://www.blueletterbible.org/
v3  Slime = bitumen, tar, pitch (Exd 2:3 same word to coat Moses basket to make it waterproof)

Man did not believe God's promise to never again flood the earth. A waterproof tower was made to "protect" man against a future flood.

v4  More defiance of God, some think they were worshiping the stars/heavens.
But there are 3 points in their plan: 1) the building of the tower, 2) the making of a name and 3) prevention from being scattered.

 The making of a name was probably the most blasphemous part. It resembles the rebellion of Lucifer, in Isaiah 14:13,14: “  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High."

What parallels do you see between building the Tower of Babel and humanistic goals of today?

v5-9  Godless sinners cannot produce spiritual union.
v5  Lord came down - foreshadowing of the plan of salvation, people cannot be saved by works
v6  There was no power on earth superior to them, nothing to restrain them
v7  

· Let us - trinity?  English insertion (H.  yahab yarab = come go down)
· confound their language - Act 2:8  And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?
· This confusion must have frustrated the plan of Satan

v8  Paul tells us why when speaking to the Athenians on Mars Hill…

Act 17:24-28  God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25  Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26  And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 27  That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: 28  For in him we live, and move, and have our being;
v9  Babel or Babylon = "confusion (by mixing)"
Babylon 257, Babylonian + 01121 3, Babel 2

Source:  Holman Bible Atlas, ISBN: 1-55819-709-5

http://www.amazon.com/Holman-Bible-Atlas-Expansive-Geography/dp/1558197095
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§ THE TABLE OF NATIONS

 &&

enesis 10 presents a list of nations descended from
the three sons of Noah: Japheth, Ham, and Shem.
This “Table of Nations” is unique in the ancient
world and contains seventy names of ancestral heads of nations
and peoples known to Isracl. The list proceeds from the less
important, for the purposes of the writer, (o the most important
The fourteen descendants of Japheth are named first. Japheths
descendants generally are associated with arcas north and
northwest of Canaan, including mainland Greece, Asia Minor
(modern Turkey), certain Mediterrancan islands (Crete, Cyprus,
and Rhodes), and the mountainous areas from Armenia to the
Caspian Sea.

‘The list next names thirty descendants of Ham. The
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many of the people-groups Israc! encountered as she entered the
promised land (Amorites, Jebusites, Perizzites, Hivites,
Girgashites, and others) are listed as Hamiltes.

‘The last and most extensive part of the list contains
twenty-six descendants of Shem, the ancestor of Israel. Genesis
11:10-26 connegts Shem with Abram (Abraham), who received
Gods gracious cayenant of blessing and hope for the human race
(Gen. 12:1-3).

Identification of many of Shems descendants remains
uncertain. Some of the names seem to refer to areas of northwest
Mesopotamia (Eber, Peleg, Aram). Elam was at the bend of the
Persian Gulf, while Asshur and Arpachshad are in the upper
Tiges region. Several names can be located plausibly in

© Hamites generally are located in North Africa (Egypt and the Somaliland (Havilah, Ophir). The thirteen sons of Joktan are
© Sudan), along the coast of Somaliland and the west Arabian related to the tribes of the Arabian Peninsula

© coasts, and in certain sections of Mesopotamia. Canaan along with
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