Adult III – 18 July 2010 – Notes on Genesis Chapter  4 
Chapter 4
Birth Announcements
v1  Cain = possession, acquisition, gotten
v2  Abel = breath, vanity
Abel is a Shepard and Cain is a farmer
v3-7

Both brought of their fruit of their labor - fat = sacrificed lamb
Lev 3:16  And the priest shall burn them upon the altar: it is the food of the offering made by fire for a sweet savour: all the fat is the LORD'S.
Why was Abel’s offering acceptable and not Cain’s?

How would they know that blood atonement is necessary?
Hint: Gen 7:2
Heb 9:22  And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.
Cain expected God to accept his offering/worship the way he wanted to do it instead of God's way.

Nowadays many have gone the way of Cain…
All who approach God either receive His approval or His disapproval.

2Ti 3:5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.
v5-6 - Example 2 kids, one with a good report card & one with a bad report card.
Gave Cain an opportunity to repent…

Wroth = to be hot, furious, burn, become angry, be kindled

v7

sin lieth at the door - resulted in the murder of Abel
v3:16 vs v4:7
And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

tesh·ü·kä' (ēsh) mä·shal'
Sgs 7:10 I [am] my beloved's, and his desire [is] toward me.

tesh·ü·kä' = desire, longing, craving (3 times)
ēsh = male husband

mä·shal' = to rule, have dominion over, reign over (81 times)

v8-9
The Jewish writers say Abel was 100 years old when he was slain
Premeditated murder due to festering envy 

Cain saw how animals were be killed for sacrifice
Cain replied "I know not" - yada (H) - murderer and liar - He became like Satan
Abel was righteous:

Mat 23:33  Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 34  Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: 35  That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. :36  Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.

1Jn 3:11  For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. 

12  Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.

Prov 22:6  Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.
Two sons, one bent to evil and one to righteousness, Why? Good & Bad Apples on same tree
Neither Adam or Eve came into the world with a sinful nature, but their children did.

v10-15 - the curse

v10

the voice of thy brother's blood(s) crieth unto me from the ground

Murder and abortion cut off a potential legacy of heirs

God is not deaf to the voices that call for justice…

Rev 6:9  And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10  And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11  And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.
v11-12 And now art thou cursed from the earth
Num 35:31-34 - Unpunished murder defiles the land - Cain was a farmer
v13

My punishment is greater than I can bear.
Cain was more disturbed about his punishment than about his sin.
Gen 9:6  Who so sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man. 
 Punishment is death…why not Cain? - No civil government

R.J. Rushdoony said it was because family members could not carry out capital punishment.

