Adult III - 6 Jun 2010 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 1
· Why begin a Bible Study at Genesis?

Luke 24:27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.
· Saying:

The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed and
the Old Testament is in the New Testament revealed.

The name “Genesis” is the Greek word used in the Septuagint for the first book of the Pentateuch meaning “beginning”. 

· Beginnings chapters 1-3:

· Universe

· Mankind

· Temptation and Sin

· Judgment
· God’s redemptive plan

v1 – absolute beginning of the material world
-“In the beginning” – Rayseeth = sense of first of its kind, first fruits
-God – Elohim (masculine noun) = plural form of God used 2500+

Psa 14:1  The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.

-Heavens – shamayim (masculine noun) = visible heavens or abode of God
-Earth – erets (feminine noun)

There is much we do not know about creation…Bible does not say how the heaven and earth were created or when angels and other heavenly creatures created?

Job 38:4-7  Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding. 5  Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it? 6  Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof; 7  When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God (ben Elohim) shouted for joy? 
Traditional Jewish and Christian belief is that God created the universe from nothing – Latin - ex nihilo.  The Bible makes no effort to explain the existence of God.
Gender - Where in scripture is there an angel or any heavenly creature referred to in a feminine sense?  Masculine nouns: Cherubim, Angel (mal'ak)

v2  
-Without form and void - Does not describe a chaotic condition but a lifeless condition
-Darkness is not always symbolic of evil but here just the absence of light

-Spirit of God – all 3 persons of the Trinity are active in creation process & since we are the temple of the Holy Spirit, He is involved in our recreation/regeneration
-Moved – brooded, sense of the feeling of tender love

Gap Theory - There was a gap of time between two distinct creations in the first and the second verses of Genesis, explaining many scientific observations, including the age of the Earth.  There is no Biblical support for this.
v3-5  Pattern for the creative process
Announcement: And God said… 
Creative Command

Resulting Accomplishment

Evaluation

Numbering the day: 
Light is the electromagnetic radiation of a wavelength. Five primary properties of light are:  intensity, frequency or wavelength, polarization, phase and orbital angular momentum.

- God divided the light from the darkness…

Job 38:24 By what way is the light parted, which scattereth the east wind upon the earth?
And God called… Demonstrates God’s sovereign dominion over Creation.
Creation of Time !!!! – “the first day”
