Lesson 3 – Financial stewardship, money giving and blessing

II. The Principle of Multiplication

· The Feeding of the 5000 – Luke 9:12-17
· Elisha and the Widow’s Oil – 2 Kings 4:1-7
Two Keys to Devine Multiplication

1. Something must be blessed before it can multiply.

Romans 11:16  For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches.
2. Only what is given can be multiplied

· There is a difference between tithes and offerings:

Deuteronomy 12:17  Thou mayest not eat within thy gates the tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, or of thy oil, or the firstlings of thy herds or of thy flock, nor any of thy vows which thou vowest, nor thy freewill offerings, or heave offering of thine hand:
The Widow's Offering - Mark 12:41-44  
Pure-hearted Giving - Matthew 6:1-4  

The Power of Offering

Malachi 3:8  Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.
Corban Tradition - Mark 7:5-13  
Seed – The ultimate example of multiplication
· Law of Nature

Genesis 1:12  And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
Isaiah 30:23  Then shall he give the rain of thy seed, that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of the increase of the earth, and it shall be fat and plenteous: in that day shall thy cattle feed in large pastures.
· God uses “seed” and “sower” illustrations
Matthew 13:18-23  
Matthew 13:24-30  
Matthew 13:31-32  
Mark 4:26-30  
