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Students tell it like it is  

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

You already know that West Point takes pride in attracting the top talent from across the nation. The extensive application process is one of the many indicators as to the type of student who applies to West Point. Applying to West Point is best described as a process of attrition. Each year, over 10,000 prospective high school juniors and seniors submit requests for information on West Point. Applicants are assessed, and approximately 2,000 are qualified through West Point’s academic, physical, and medical criteria. Of this number, West Point admits between 1,150–1,200 young men and women each year.

Whatever questions you may have about West Point, College Prowler has the answers.

Concerning the local atmosphere in the area around West Point Academy, one cadet responded:

“With the exception of a museum and a restaurant called Schade’s, there is almost nothing in Highland Falls. West Point is very isolated, and until you are an upperclassmen, the regimented schedule won’t allow you to do much outside of what is within walking distance, so odds are that you are not going to have a lot of interaction with students from other universities.”

In terms of computers, one cadet stated:

“As a cadet, you are highly monitored, so be sure to watch what you send over e-mail and what sites you visit, because they are definitely watching. In past years, cadets have gotten kicked out of West Point for sending solutions to problem sets or projects out over e-mail.”

As far as food is concerned:

”Besides the mess hall, there are four places where you can eat on campus: Grant Hall, where you can get subs and sampler-type food; Eisenhower Hall, where you can get the same type of finger food; and the Firstie Club, where you go to eat wings and get drunk.”

This guidebook will not answer what life is like at West Point, but also gives you an overall view of what type of people you will interact with, what a typical day will be like, and answer the age-old question of whether these will be the best years of your life.

As one cadet mentioned when asked what the guys and girls are like:  “The guys here are all studs. Take me for example: I am 145 pounds of raw steel and sex appeal. West Point definitely has the studliest guys on the face of the planet. And the studliest guys at West Point are found right here, in Pershing Barracks, baby.”

From the many meanings of the term Hoo-hah to what you can expect to do after graduating, College Prowler’s West Point guidebook will tell all. It is written for students by students, with no connection to the Academy whatsoever.

Find out if West Point truly has something for you, straight from the students' mouths.  Visiting campus isn't enough. 

Read our West Point insider guide and discover what it feels like to be on campus for 4 years. 

Discover if West Point is Right For You.  


[image: image1.png]The College Prowler Take On...
Academics

Most students at West Point feel that academics are both challenging
and competitive at tho Acadomy. But tho profossors are thoro to
teach, and not to do research. As a result thay are more than willing
to go out of their way to help studonts, as long as the studonts
themsalves are willing to expend the necessary offort. The poise
and profossionalism associatod with the military is definitoly prosent
i the classroom. And West Point is as rigorous academically as it

is physically domanding of cadets. Studonts aro oxpected to bo.
challenged. That's not to say that the faculty isn't there to help you
though. At West Point, overyone has a stake in your dovelopment,
and although students are compatitive, most would agree that this
doos not override the need to work as a team. For some, academics.
are an anjoyable, rewarding experiance. For others, they are a
constant uphill struggle. But both seem to agree that if you were
accoptod and are willing to work hard, you can make it through.
Everyone agrees that cadets receive one of the finest educations.
in'the world. Though some cadets may complain about not having
enough time to balance sports, their duties, and school, in the end
they are all grateful for the fine education they received.

Succooding acadomically at Wst Point involves two major s
‘working with other people and managing time. Students will tell

you that collaboration, especially with the smallor class sizes, can

be essential to educational accomplishment. With all of the other
roquiremants the Acadomy makes of its students, it can bo hard to fit
i time for studying, however. And cadets have to learn carly how to
it overything in whon the days seom so short.

The College Prowlor™ Grado on

Ahigh Academics grade generally indi-
cates that professor are knowledgsable,
accessible, and genuinaly interestee) in
their stuclants welfare. Othar dstermin-
ing factors inclucle class size, how well
profescors communicate, and whether or
not dasses are engaging.
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Safety & Security

“There are different levels of security
taken, depending on the current threat
level. The levels of security here are
generally much tighter than anywhere
else.”

Q "No concern whatsoever.”

@ “The military police are always driving around post,
inspecting vehicles and ensuring that they have the
proper documentation. They are also responsible for
controlling various checkpoints, and enforcing rules. They
do a great job, but give out way too many tickets,
especially to cadets. If your car is parked in a lot that is
not authorized, plan on getting a ticket And if you letit
sit there,like a lot of cadets do, for more than a couple of
days, they are going to tow it

QQ "The Cadet Honor Code states that ‘a cadet will not lie,
cheat, steal, or tolerate those who do.’ Cadets police
their own ranks.”

@ This s something that definitely makes this place special
Everyone here is completely trustworthy. We have
to rust each other. When you leave this place, you are
in charge of millions of dollars worth of equipment and,
more importanty, the sons and daughters of American
citizens.”

@ “Alotof people are starting to worry more and more
about the possibilities of riots or protests occurring,
and these getting out of hand. A terrorist attack, thought
of by most people as a remote possibilty, also poses
questions and raises doubts.”
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“The guys here are all studs. Take me for
example; | am 145 pounds of raw steel and
sex appeal. West Point definitely has the
studliest guys on the face of the planet.
And the studliest guys at West Point are
found right here, in Pershing Barracks,
baby.”

@ “AtWest Point there is something known as the 2 percent
club. That s, approximately 2 percent of the guys who
came to West Point with girlfriends keep them, while
the other 98 percent lose them. And | hate to say It, but|
think that they rounded this number up.”

@ “Well, there are definitely a lot more guys than gils;
| think that the ratio is something like five or six to one.
Because of this, | think that a lot of guys here end up
going out with girls (female cadets) that they would
probably not even look at f they went to a normal
college.”

@ "WestPoint attracts a very undesirable type of girl
But for one reason or another they all seem to have
boyfriends. Explain that one to me.”

@ “Firstie brass equals yearling ass, is one of the common
sayings here at West Point. You see a fair amount
of female plebes who seem to fall for some of their
leadership. Once they are recognized, they can date
upper.class cadets, as long as they are not in their
chain of command. After recognition week, some of the
female cadets start to date some of the upper-class male
cadets who were thelr supervisors when they were under a
different chain of command.”
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Most cadets seem to agree that there is a wide range of at-
tractive coeds at West Point. This is due in no small part to the
overall physical fitness of the campus. The army is not quick
1o let you slide out of shape, for practical purposes, but this
definitely factors into physical appearances of members of
the opposite sex. The majority of cadets do, however believe
that the guys are, on average, better looking than the girls. As
far as the female cadets go, you receive more mixed reviews,
which makes it difficult to determine how many of the com-
ments are made jokingly. There are also way fewer women on
campus than men.

Cadets seem to have difficulty rating the attractiveness of
the study body. The majority of them seem to agree that the
student body is extremely physically fit and that physical fit
people are generally attractive. Because attractiveness s sub-
jective, this seems to be the reasoning that most cadets use.
But because of the situations that you most often see them in
(ice. physical training or full dress uniform), it can be hard to
notice just how attractive someone i at times.

el

The College Prowier™ Grade on  The College Prowler™ Grads on

Ahigh orade for Guys indicates that A high arade for Girk not only

the male populatian on campus s implizs that the women on campus
attractive, smart friendly, and engag- e attractive, smart frencly, and
ing, and that the school has adecent  engaging, but also that thers s fair
ratio of guys to g ratio of gils to guys.
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Drug Scene

Drugs are not a concern at all. Because of the contained en-
vironment, the only time that cadets really even have access
to drugs is when they are on leave. After every block leave,
there is usually a drug test, so i a cadet does drugs while they
are on leave, there s a very good chance that they will get
caught. And if a cadet gets caught, he will be dismissed. s a
very simple policy at West Point, absolutely no drugs allowed.
The Academy will redefine strictness, and if you have a prob-
lom with authority, this is not the place for you.

The consensus amongst cadets is that drugs are not a con-
cern on campus; the only drugs that you see on campus are.
tobacco products and alcohol. Punishments against excessive
or irresponsible use are enforced, and they are very black and
white. There iz no way to ‘get out of it' at West Point, you
can't talk your way out of  positive urine test. Don't expect a
second chance at the Academy because you won't get one.

Tho Collage Prowler™ Grade on

Ahigh grade in the Drug Scene.
inclcates that drugs are not a notice-
able part of campus lfe; cdrug use is
not visible, and no pressura to use
them seems to et
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[image: image6.png]@ "West Point crams as much as possible into the four
year experience. You make a lot of sacrifices, but you
also get rewarded with opportunities. The first year sucks
- no doubt about it. Cadet Basic Training is a lttle over
six weeks, and its not fun. But tis not supposed to be
fun, either. You learn basic soldier skils, how to follow,
and how to perform under stress. The second summer
is a it better; you get to go to Fort Knox, where you
are introduced to small unit tactics and begin to gain a
combined arms perspective. After the second summer,
you have a lot of say as to how you spend your summers,
which Is a very good thing.”

@ “Unlike most institutions, where you focus solely on aca-
demics, here academics are just a portion of the whole
experience. As a cadet, you are evaluated on your physi-
cal performance, milltary performance, and academic
performance. The breakdown is 55 percent academics, 30
percent military, and 15 percent physical.”

@ "Life s definitely more concentrated here. A famous
saying is that we experience more in a day than most ol
lege students experience in a week.”

@ "WestPoint has a very interesting leadership develop-
ment model. Cadets gain hands on leadership experi-
ence by leading other cadets. Cows and firsties unlors
and seniors) are responsible for instructing yearlings and!
plebes (sophomores and freshmer). Officers are respon-
sible for mentoring upper-class cadets and ensuring that
standards are met.”

@ "Itisimportant to remember that the four year West Point
experience Is ust that - four years, around the clock. After
the academic year is over, be ready for the summers,
because there is litle to no vacation time. The summers
are where you get the bulk of your military training.”
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6:00-6:30 PT

6:55-7:30 Breakfast

7:35-11:45 Class or study

12:05-12:40 Lunch

12:45-1:40 Commandant/Dean Time

1:50-3:50 Class or study

4:10:5:45 Intramural, club or intercolleglate athletics; parades;
extracurricular activities; or free time

6:30-7:15 Supper (optional except Thursday)
7:15-7:30 Cadet Duties

7:30-8:30 Study Conditions/Extracurricular activities
8:30-11:30 Study time

11:30 Taps

12:00 Lights Out

Al cadets receive Christmas, spring, and summer leave, along
with the four-day Thanksgiving break. Christmas leave is
normally two weeks in length following the completion of irst
semester final examinations. Spring leave is about ten days,
including the weekends. Summer leave Is about three or four
weeks depending on a cadets military leadership raining as-
signment. When academics begin, first classmen (seniors) get
twice as many weekend leaves as second dassmen (uniors). A
plebe (freshman) will have only a few weekend passes. Plebes
also may leave West Point for extracurricular or cultural rips
and athletic trips. There is also the traditional Plebe-Parent
Weekend scheduled each fall. During Cadet Basic Training (six
weeks long), new cadets do not have privilege periods be-
cause of the requirements of the intensive military training ac-
tvities. There s a day set aside for a military family visitation,
allowing new cadets a short time of relaxation. New cadets are
also given time to call home on the weekend.
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